
 
 
 
 
 
  

E A S Y  W A Y S  T O   

G I V E  T O  O B G ! 

   

CFC - select #27768 for 
Federal Employees in the 
National Capital Area, 
Chesapeake Bay Area and 
Virginia Peninsula 
Campaigns  

United Way &  

America's Charities: 
Write Oldies But Goodies 
Cocker Rescue, Inc, 
Newington, VA on your 
pledge card and include 
OBG's IRS Tax Number - 
54-1833707 

Matching Gifts - ask 
your company if they will 
match your individual 
donation 

PayPal & Helping.org  - 
donate online through 
OBG's website - 
www.cockerspanielrescue.com 

Donate by check - use 
the form on page 4 

  
 

THE ULTIMATE HOLIDAY GIFT 
 
Dear Friends,     

    Wow, what a year!  No 

doubt, there was something 

special in the air for our 15th  

Anniversary, with 315 dogs 

rescued and 285 dogs 

adopted so far in 2011. I 

know this magic will continue 

through the holiday season. 

In fact, it already has . . .  

    I want to share with you a 

heartwarming journey from 

the past month, which was 

certainly one of the highlights 

of OBGõs work this year.  

   We substituted volunteers 

and a Volvo for Santa and his 

sleigh, but the end result was 

just the same:  precious gifts 

delivered into adoring arms. 

    In late October, OBG got 

word of five dogs---moms and 

pups---desperate for rescue. 

Sadly, these dogs came from 

one of the nationõs countless 

puppy mills, which are 

operations breeding dogs in 

inhumane conditions solely 

for profit. 

    Despite the potential 

obstacles, a local vet could 

not bear to put these dogs  

to sleep as had been 

requested. She used her own 

funds and free time for basic 

vetting and then sought the 

help of rescue. A cocker lover 

started working the case and 

brought it to the attention of 

the cocker rescues across 

the nation. 
    Thatõs how their photos 

ended up in OBGõs inbox one 

Tuesday afternoon. And 

although the photos of all 

their scared little faces were 

touching, one look at the 

photo of Brandiwine felt like 

a punch to the gut. It was 

clear she had a painful eye, 

injured leg and had spent her 

life as a breeding machine. 

To imagine all she had 

endured was so upsetting 

and it seemed there was an 

obvious fix:  get these babies 

to OBG! 

    The catch? They were in 

southeast Kansas! 

    A plan was hatched and 

OBG supporters started a 

fund to go toward travel 

costs and vetting--Operation 

Five to Freedom was 

underway!  Deb Adler and 

Karen Bryson hit the road for 

a four-day rescue road trip 

where, per their own 

account, they ò. . . met so 

many wonderful people, 

heard incredible stories, and 

saw firsthand that this part 

of the country is sorely 

lacking in rescue help.ó 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    After 1,000 miles on the 

highway, they finally met 

their precious cargo: cocker 

mamas Brandiwine, Hattie, 

and Squeeker; cocker/aussie 

pups Toto and Branson; and 

very honorary cocker, 

Virginia!  You can learn more 

about these survivors inside,  

but suffice it to say that 

when they were all reunited, 

there wasnõt a dry eye in the 

house! 

    A seemingly impossible 

tale like this couldnõt happen 

without the selfless, tireless 

OBG volunteers as well as 

our tried-and-true supporters 

. . . that includes YOU! 

    During another challenging 

year, everyone did what they 

could to give---whether time 

or money---to save lives. We 

all came together to make 

the most of what we had, for 

the dogs. 

    We hope youõll give us that 

opportunity again by 

donating whatever you can to 

help the dogs this holiday 

season.  

    Hereõs to 15 more years of 

incredibly rewarding rescues 
and helping many more dogs 

in 2012!  
 

Thank You & 

Happy Holidays! 

Beth Bauer 

Beth Bauer 

OBG President 

OBG Cocker Spaniel Rescue CFC #27768 www.cockerspanielrescue.com 

  

Oldies But Goodies Cocker Rescue  

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

December 2011  

PO Box 361 

Newington, VA  22122 

703-533-2373 (voice mail) 

info@cockerspanielrescue.com 

Are you ready for the 
holidays? Téa sure is!  

Squeeker ð unsure of herself after 
spending her life in a puppy mill. 

Toto & Branson ð pups saved 
from closed puppy mill. 



     Look at Sassy, a striking 

black and tan cocker from 

North Carolina. A petite, 2-3 

year old sweetie, she would be 

considered a highly adoptable 

dog except she developed 

juvenile cataracts AND was 

heartworm positive. OBG was 

her only hope and sheõs now 

starting her treatment. Older 

dogs arenõt nearly as lucky, as 

their chances of adoption are 

slim to begin with.  

     Take Sweetpea, who had 

too many strikes against her to 

count, especially in a high-kill 

shelter environment. She is a 

black, senior dog who was 

heartworm positive AND blind 

with limited hearing. We know 

we canõt take them all in, but 

something about Sweetpeaõs 

innocent and confused face 

in her Georgia shelter cage 

struck a chord with OBG 

 

 

` 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

     Right now, Iõm seeing a 

bunch of vet bills---ironically 

from the dogs that, 

unfortunately, canõt see all 

that well themselves. Yes, 

2011 has been another òyear 

of the eyeó with countless OBG 

dogs requiring special eye 

treatments and surgery. Did 

you know the average cost for 

cataract surgery on just one 

eye runs $1,750? 

     So just uttering the word 

òglaucomaó or òcataractsó 

about a dog in a shelter is 

nearly a death sentence. Why? 

Because rescues know the 

costs associated with treating 

these issues and many simply 

canõt afford it. Those dogs, 

some of whom are very young, 

donõt deserve to die because 

of a treatable medical issue! 

But so often, money is the 

deciding factor. 

     They could have been from 

any one of the thousands of 

puppy mills dotting the US, 

although theyõd never know 

the difference, since they 

spent their entire lives in 

cages with little to no human 

contact or vet care. But our 

quintet happens to hail from 

Kansas and itõs only fitting that 

some of their names relate to 

their journey! 

     Meet our little boys, Toto 

and Branson, only 11 weeks 

old when they arrived. Toto, 

of course, being the fictional 

dog from The Wizard of Oz 

who hails from Kansas, and 

Branson being the Missouri  

city close to the pupsõ former 

home. These two immediately 

proved they were all puppy, 

trying out their howling 

technique that first night in 

the hotel, much to our 

transportersõ dismay!   

     Hattie, named after 

Academy Award winner Hattie 

McDaniel of Kansas, is the 

puppiesõ mom. The reunion of 

three year old Hattie and her 

puppies was a òKleenex 

moment,ó they were all SO 

happy romping around!  She is 

surprisingly social (unexpected 

for a mill dog) and her tail 

wags non-stop. She was the 

least affected of the mill 

mamas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The most physically scarred 

was little Brandiwine, who at 

only six years old looks like 

sheõs lived a lifetime. We think 

sheõs Hattieõs mom and the 

pupsõ grandma and, like them, 

this sweetie will steal your 

heart. As you can see from her 

photo, this poor girl has had 

loads and loads of litters, a 

bulging eye and a leg that was 

previously broken but never 

treated. We have since 

learned that she will lose her 

eye to severe glaucoma 

(incredibly painful when 

untreated) and will also need 

an orthopedic consult for her 

leg. Despite all this, her sweet 

spirit shines through and you 

can tell how grateful she is to 

be loved for the first time in 

her life. 

     Squeeker, the pupsõ 

honorary auntie, is very shy 

but wants so desperately to be 

loved. At one of the rest stops 

away from the other dogs, she 

did feel comfortable enough to 

accept gentle petting and then 

looked up and gave a quick 

kiss on the nose. She is as 

beautiful inside as she is out! 

Since her arrival, the vet 

discovered two large 

mammary tumors that had to 

be surgically removed; luckily, 

her prognosis is great!   

     As you can imagine, the 

treatment cost for this quintet, 

especially Brandiwine, will be 

enormous. They greatly 

appreciate any donation made 

for their care and in honor of 

all the poor dogs still suffering 

in puppy mills today. 

  

 

and sheõs been loving life in 

her foster home ever since.  

     Two of my very own fosters 

this year have had their own 

bouts with eye issues. 

Scooter2 needed cataract 

surgery and Sombra needed 

less invasive cherry eye 

surgery. Both became 

wonderful success stories in 

their adoptive homes, so I 

know first-hand what taking a 

chance on these dogs can do 

for your spirit!   

     All in all, we have treated 

12 dogs with cataracts, 5 with 

glaucoma and 12 with cherry 

eye in 2011.  

    But that means weõve also 

saved all those lives and 

helped them become more 

comfortable and adoptable. 

We hope their forever families 

are exactly what theyõll be 

seeing next! 
  

1 0 F R E E W A Y S  T O   

H E L P  O B G 

  
Shopping online for presents?  
Go thru OBGõs webpage - 

www.cockerspanielrescue.com 

Click the links to Amazon or 
iGive and OBG receives a % 
of what you spend!   

Foster a Lonely Pet for the 
Holidays. 

Got new, unwanted holiday 
gifts?  Weõll take ôem! 

Hold a dog at an OBG 
adoption show. 

Post OBG show notices at 
work or your local Starbucks. 

Use goodsearch.com for your 
online searches. 

Transport a dog to his vet 
appointment. 

Ask your employer if theyõll do 
a òmatching giftó for your 
OBG contribution. 

Spread the word about OBG to 
your friends and co-workers. 

Solicit donations from local 
businesses for our fundraising 
events. 

For more information on any of 
the above, contact us at: 

info@cockerspanielrescue.com 
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WEõRE NOT IN KANSAS ANYMORE!   
 

DO YOU SEE WHAT I  SEE? 
  

PAGE 2 DECEMBER 1, 2011 

Brandiwineõs chest & stomach 
hang due to excessive breeding  

at the puppy mill.  

Sassy 

Sweetpea 

Scooter2 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 
 

As the holidays near, OBG has 

something for the person in 

your life who has everything. 

So that OBG gets credit for 

your shopping, be sure to use 

the links from our website:  

www.cockerspanielrescue.com 

 

Send an OBG holiday card 

with a donation in 

someoneõs name. 

 

OBGõs Sweetest Things 

Calendarñonly $15 for 

year-round enjoyment  

Designate OBG when you 

shop online via iGive. 

 

Order magazines.  

 

Order a gift basket of 

yummy Tastefully Simple 

food from our website. 

Order OBG merchandise 

from cafépress 

Visit Petsmart when OBG 

is hosting Santa photos for 

a snapshot with the family 

pet on Santaõs lap. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each of these gifts help raise 

money for OBGõs wigglebutts, 

who are very grateful! 

  
 

     One of the reasons--among 

many--Iõm proudest to be 

associated with OBG is our 

willingness to help spaniel 

mixes and honorary cockers. 

Some rescues will turn their 

back if they donõt look 

òcockeró enough, but not OBG! 

     We adopted out over 45  

honorary cockers in 2011 and 

currently have 16 others in 

foster care: Annie, Branson, 

Ella Jane, Ellie, Jinx, Lilly Lou, 

Mia, Midnight, Niccki, Roco, 

Samson, Snoopy Jr, Sofie, 

Toto, Virginia and Willard. 

     Three of these honoraries 

came from the puppy mill 

rescue, Operation Five to 

Freedom -- Branson, Toto and 

Virginia. Branson and Toto are 

the cocker/aussie mix pups we 

initially sought to rescue. But 

Virginia was another story 

entirely.  

     Her rescue was pure 

happenstance and definitely a 

first for OBG!  After arriving at 

their hotel, our rescuers were 

just unpacking their car when 

a grey and white kitten hopped 

on the tailgate and began to 

meow. Acting more like a dog 

than a kitty, she had clearly 

been someoneõs pet at one 

time, but she was so thin she 

had probably been on her own 

for a while. 

     Since a major storm was 

brewing, Virginia was scooped 

up and brought into our 

volunteersõ hotel room where 

she quickly wiggled her way 

into their hearts!  When they 

tried to find a local Kansas 

rescue option for her, there 

really werenõt any. The local 

shelter had a 100% euthanasia 

rate and our volunteers 

couldnõt let that happen to 

sweet Virginia. So she became 

an unexpected ð but very 

welcome -- addition to the road 

trip.  Yes, Virginia, there is a 

Santa Claus!  

     Although this honorary 

cockerõs rescue was definitely 

the exception rather than the 

rule, weõre certainly happy to 

have her in the OBG family. And 

it just goes to show the true 

animal lovers that make up this 

great organization. Whatever 

the creature in need might be, 

they try their best to help. The 

true meaning of rescue indeed! 
 

  

BONDED PAIRS:  DOUBLE THE FUN!  
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     We have a number of 

bonded pairs in our group right 

now, probably more than any 

other time in our history. We 

donõt really see much of a 

downside to having two 

wigglebutts in your life, so we 

wanted to remind everyone 

about the benefits of adopting 

two so you can help spread the 

word. 

     Obviously, you get twice the 

spaniel love, cuddles and fun. 

Diamond and Onyx, for 

example, are littermates and 

true gems. Their personalities 

sparkle just like their names 

and your lap would never be 

empty with these two insta-fit 

dogs. OBG spent over $4,000 

to repair Onyxõs torn ACL and 

remove Diamondõs mast cell 

tumors. Now theyõre ready for 

their forever home.  

     With a pair, you also get the 

satisfaction of helping two 

bewildered dogs start their life 

anew!  The warm fuzzies will be 

doubled when you open up 

your home to a pair of pups like 

Betty (Crocker) and Joe 

(Cocker). They came back to 

OBG when tragedy struck their 

human family twice and they 

were orphaned. After all the 

upheaval, theyõre ready to start 

over again ð together. 

     Just when they feel like their 

world has been turned upside 

down, being bounced from 

home to shelter to rescue to an 

adopter, a bonded pair can 

take solace in each other. Beau 

Beau and Chester, for example, 

sleep intertwined, groom each 

other and just canõt bear to be 

apart! Having a built-in 

companion and playmate 

provides the stimulation many 

dogs need to reduce unwanted 

behavior while their human 

family is away.  

     On a more frivolous note, 

your naming options just got 

even better!  Take brothers, 

Trubble and Dubble Trubble--

you just couldnõt have one 

name without the other now 

could you? After meeting these 

friendly boys in the fur that 

would become even more 

evident. They came in with 

severe skin issues, so OBG is 

treating them so their fur will 

grow back in to its former glory. 

Of course all those trips to the 

dermatologist certainly add up 

as weõre getting them ready for 

adoption.  

   Even though thereõs an 

adoption discount for pairs, for 

some folks the long-term 

expenses related to adopting 

two dogs are a consideration--

and a responsible one at that. 

But if your wallet can handle it, 

we know your heart certainly 

can!  Like we said, double the 

spaniels certainly are double 

the fun and double the love, 

and how could there ever be a 

downside to that? 

Virginia was saved from the 
storm in Kansas. 

 

Beau Beau & 
Chester 

 

 

Diamond & Onyx 

O B GõS  

H O L I D A Y  

G I F T  

G U I D E 

 

COCKERS BY ASSOCIATION 
 

http://www.cockerspanielrescue.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YE S,  I  WA N T  TO  S U P P O RT  OL D I E S  BU T  GO O D I E S!    

 

We gratefully accept donations in the form of check or credit card:   

Please make checks payable to OBG and mail to: Oldies But Goodies Cocker Rescue, P.O. Box 361, Newington, VA 22122 

To donate via credit card or PayPal, visit our website, www.cockerspanielrescue.com & click on òDonationsó at the top of the page.  

You can also set up a subscription donation ($25 or $50 per month) for a 12-month period on our website; just "set it 

and forget it!"  

 

OBG Board of Directors: 

Deb Adler 

Beth Bauer 

Karen Bryson 

Teresa Butler 

Connie Gay 

Cheryl Haralson 

CeCe Holman 

Arline Kerrigan 

Marilyn Kessinger 

Jen King  

Angela Robinson 

 

  

  

Oldies But Goodies  

Cocker Spaniel Rescue  

a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 

  
PO Box 361 

Newington, VA  22122 

703-533-2373 (voice mail) 
info@cockerspanielrescue.com 

www.cockerspanielrescue.com 
www.petfinder.org/shelters/VA05.html 

 

Find us on: 

  

To order your copy for $15, visit: www.cockerspanielrescue.com 

 

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  H E L P I NG  T H O S E  W H O  A R E  U N A BL E  T O  H E L P  T H E M S E L V ES ! 
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     Cockers really are the sweetest things and we have just the thing to remind you of that 

on a daily basis -- our 2012 OBG calendar!   

     These calendars make great holiday gifts for dog loving family and friends. Need a 

stocking stuffer?  New Yearõs gift?  These are perfect! 

     Since we want even more people to see our precious wigglebutts, we are giving away 

ONE free calendar to each person who donates $100 or more during the month of 

December!  You can order additional copies at www.cockerspanielrescue.com  

òTH E  SW E E T E S T  T H I N G Só CA L E N D A R 

  

Enclosed is my gift of: 

___ $500*   ___ $250*  ___ $150*  ___ $100*   ___ $75  ___ $50  ___ $25    $_____ (Other) 

 

Ä * Yes, Iõd like to receive a complimentary OBG calendar for my donation of $100 or more 

 

Your Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address, City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________ Email: __________________________________________ 

Donation in:       �� Honor of    _________________________ �� Memory  of ___________________________ 

    If you would like us to notify someone of your donation, please indicate the:  

 

�5�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�·�V���1�D�P�H: ________________________________________________________________________   

    �5�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�·�V��Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

I would like my donation to be used for:  

Ä OBG general fund for whatever need is greatest 

Ä Christine Walters Fund for dogs with special  needs 

Ä Charlotte Fund for dogs with heartworm 

 

Ä OBG kenneling fund for dogs awaiting a foster spot 

Ä Sponsorship of a specific dog: ____________________________ 

Ä I want to volunteer!  Please contact me. 

 

For every 

donation of 

$100 or more, 

OBG will send 

you a FREE 

2012 Calendar! 

http://www.cockerspanielrescue.com/

